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Third Grade 
Industrialization 

Increasing Literacy through History Learning  

Correlates to Industrialization Lesson Plans 
http://www.bringinghistoryhome.org/downloads/Third/3_Ind_LessonPlan.pdf 

 

Activity 1: Long, Long Ago – Farming, Communication, Sewing, and 
Transportation 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Schema use / accessing Prior Knowledge: Students are asked to think back to the 
environmental unit and think about farming and logging over time. 

2. KWL/Graphic organizer: Students use questioning strategies while viewing 
historical photos.    

3. Sequencing: students add photos to a timeline and tell the historical story of the 
timeline. 

Activity 2: Individual Production by Skilled Craftsmen 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning: through questioning, students reflect on their process of being a 
craftsman. 

2. Sequencing: Students create a pictograph of the new vocabulary word 
“craftsmen.” 

Activity 3: Inventions – Industrial Change Over Time Timeline -- 
Parts 2 and 3 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning: During and following a read aloud of Iron Horses, students use 
questioning strategies to examine inventors and inventions. 

2. Sequencing: Students add invention dates to the unit timeline. 
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Activity 4: Mass Production 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Compare and Contrast: students compare assembly line production of creating 
notepads to that of when they created the notepads as a craftsmen. 

2. Sequencing: Students create a sequence on paper of how the process of the 
assembly line and who will be in charge of each job for the assembly line. 

3. Questioning during Extra Cheese Please! read aloud: focus on how the milk gets 
from the farm to the factory to make cheese. 

Activity 5: Corporations – Finding Money to Build Big Businesses 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

 Vocabulary development: Focus on “single owner,” “partnership,” and 
“corporation.”  Students create a pictograph and a draft a written definition of 
each. 

Activity 6: People of the Industrial World 100 Years Ago 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

 Vocabulary development: Focus on “invest and “shares.” 

Activity 7: Industrialization Growth Patterns 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning: read aloud Those Building Men while questioning about how 
buildings are constructed. 

2. Graphic Organizer: map populations in the US. 

Activity 8: Mind Map of Industrialization 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Synthesizing: Students use prior knowledge to create a mind map with pictures 
and or words of concepts learned in the unit. 
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2. Graphic organizer: Students create a chart of things learned in preparation to 
create their mind maps. 

Activity 9: The Pros and Cons of Industrialization 

Literacy Activities in the Lesson: 

1. Questioning and Inferring: During a read aloud of The Milkman’s Boy, students 
think about and consider pros and cons of industrialization and how it impacts 
people’s lives. 

2. Schema/Prior Knowledge: Teacher questions students about how the 
industrialization themes relate to the immigration and environmental units from 
second grade. 


